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September 6th, 2011 
 
 
Hi Mathews, 
Sorry that it took so long to write a review about the tour. 
 
The trip of Seattle Mar Thoma Church to Holy land, organized by Mathews Pilgrimage Tours with Laila Tours of 
Israel from Aug 15th through 23rd, 2011 was well planned, coordinated and focused on New Testament events and 
the life of Jesus Christ. We visited the church of Nativity (Bethlehem, place where Jesus was born), Shepard’s 
field(Bethlehem, place where angles announced the good news to Sheppard’s), City of Nazareth(the city where 
Jesus was raised), Wedding Church of Cana  (the place where the first miracle was performed), Sea of Galilee, 
Dead Sea, Mount Tabor (the mountain where Jesus was transfigured, Mount Quarantania (Mount of Temptation 
where Jesus was tempted by Devil), Mount Hermon, Golan Heights, Mount Olive, Garden of Gethsemane(the place 
Jesus spent his last hour as free man), the old city of Jerusalem, Western Wailing Wall, the house St Peter in 
Capernaum, Basilica of the Holy Sepulture, etc. The trip also covered archaeological sites like Qumran national park 
as well as historical sites like Caesarea and Megiddo. We also visited the modern cities like Haifa. The list goes on. 
 
As a group leader, I had so many things to worry about, like the cost of the trip, air tickets, hotels, choosing the 
places to visit etc. Because of the wonderful planning and guidance of Mr. Mathews, they all went very well. The only 
uncertainty left was the visiting visas for two Indian passport holders which took about 5 weeks and cleared at the 
last moment. The quoted price of the trip per head was well below the other quotes (at least by $300). We received 
the airline tickets for all 27 members by the end of April and Hotel information by June. All our members worried 
about the quality of hotel rooms, but the all three hotels were excellent, spacious rooms, immaculate bath rooms and 
very good room services. All three hotels provided meetings rooms in the morning and evening for our daily 
devotions. The food buffets in all hotels were very good. The Jewish custom of not serving milk with meat troubled 
some of us who have the habit of having a coffee after a heavy meal. Since hotel bars served espresso, that was not 
a terrible inconvenience either. 
 
I knew that the drinking water was going to be an issue. The driver Hanna and the guide Joseph were very helpful in 
this matter. We made an arrangement with them of paying $20.00 per head for unlimited supply of bottled water for 
the entire duration of the trip. They tried to cool the water by dumping ice in the freezer, but by afternoon the water 
got warmer. 
 
The driver Hanna and guide Joseph of Laila Tours were excellent sports. They were very friendly and very helpful. 
We parents were so happy when we see that they were able to connect to our youngsters (8 of 27 between 18 and 
23). The narration at the visiting site was not working for us due noise levels, so we suggested speaking up in the 
bus just before the visit. This helped us to prepare ourselves and saved the visiting time. The whole tour bus was 
designated for our group of 27.  
 
The unpleasant part of the trip for some us was the lunch. The selection of lunch menu is pretty much absent in most 
restaurants. The buffets in restaurants were not nearly good as the hotels where we stayed. Finding a place for lunch 
was a challenge for Hanna and Joseph. Those who are familiar with long lunch menu in US will be disappointed with 
maximum two item menu and a single price tag. I guess that is part of knowing and experiencing the culture of Israel. 
 
We also worried about Israel security check. Going in was pretty easy. We were dropped at the Airport around 
1:00am for the flights out at 5:00am. By the time we reached the gate, it was around 4:00am.  We were escorted in 
and out of the Airport by the Staff of Laila tours upon arrival and departure. 
 
We were also honored by the dinner arranged by Laila Tours on Aug 19th at The Tent restaurant where we were 
able to celebrate the special day of two couples who had anniversaries during the trip, making the trip very 
memorable. 
 
I was also provided with a mobile phone for emergency purpose which was very useful during the tour. 
 
I take this opportunity to thank Mr. Mathews of Mathews Tours, Hanna, Joseph and Laila of Laila Tours for giving the 
opportunity of a lifetime. I wish them good luck and success for their wonderful services. 
 
With prayers, 

 
Thomas Titus 
Treasurer. 
Seattle Mar Thoma Church 
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